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Data Loggers 
 
What is a data logger? 
A data logger is a battery powered measurement instrument that will store the temperature of a vaccine 
refrigerator at set intervals (usually every five minutes). Some purpose-built vaccination refrigerators come 
with their own internal data logger.  Alternatively, stand-alone data loggers are available for purchase.  
 

Why should I use a data logger? 
The information contained in a data logger can assist in identifying any temperature deviations outside the 

recommended +2C and +8C.  It will also detail the length of time that a cold chain breach occurred to 
reduce the potential for vaccine wastage.  
 
Data loggers can also be set to alarm as soon as the temperature logged is outside the recommended range 

of +2C and +8C. 
 
Using a data logger does not replace the twice daily recording of minimum/maximum temperatures. 
 
From November 2015, the Ministry of Health require all practices with a vaccine account to own a data 
logger and download the data weekly. Practices opening a new vaccine account or practices that have 
reported a Cold Chain Breach (CCB), irrelevant of the cause, will be required to log the temperatures of the 
vaccine fridge using a logger.   

 
What type of data loggers are available? 

 Wireless data loggers - The temperature readings from inside the refrigerator are sent wirelessly 
to the server in the cloud; no need to manually download data.  

 Bluetooth data loggers - The temperature readings from inside the refrigerator are sent wirelessly 
to an accompanying app running on a mobile device; users configure, view and manage data from 
the mobile device; no need to manually download data. 

 Cable connected/USB data loggers - The data logger comes with computer software and an 
interface cable/USB to configure the logger as well as downloading, viewing and printing the data. 
It is recommended that the data is downloaded weekly (under normal circumstances) to a 
computer.1 

 
 

Further Information 
 

Contact Jacinta Rynehart if you require further information.   

Wagga Wagga Office- T 02 69 233 156 

jacinta.rynehart@mphn.org.au       
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