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1 Overview  
As announced on 5 August 2018, the Government is taking immediate steps to roll out 
initiatives to help farmers and communities to deal with the uncertainty, stress and anxiety 
of drought conditions.  

Primary Health Networks (PHNs) have received funding for community led mental health, 
social and emotional wellbeing and suicide prevention initiatives. Murrumbidgee PHN 
(MPHN) is using part of this money to fund Murrumbidgee Community Grants program. 

Activities eligible for funding through the Murrumbidgee Community Grants initiative will 
address immediate support needs, but also foster longer term recovery and resilience. 
These could include community orientated wellbeing activities and training, or workforce 
capability development projects. 

Funding for this initiative is to June 2020. 

2 Murrumbidgee Primary Health Network 
Murrumbidgee PHN (MPHN) is a not for profit primary healthcare organisation tasked with 
commissioning service providers to deliver a range of health services aimed at improving 
the health and wellbeing of our people, resulting in resilient communities across the 
Murrumbidgee.  

The Primary Health Networks Program is an Australian Government initiative, and MPHN is one 
of 31 PHNs with the objectives of increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of medical services 
for patients, particularly those at risk of poor health outcomes and improving coordination of 
care to ensure patients receive the right care in the right place at the right time. MPHN covers a 
land area of 124,412 square kilometres and services a population of 242,962 covered by 21 
Local Government Areas. For more information at www.mphn.org.au.   

 

http://www.mphn.org.au/


 

3 Eligibility 
3.1 Who can apply? 

Organisations, community groups and local governments who are based in an area 
identified as a drought-affected area within Murrumbidgee PHN region can apply. 

There are two areas funding can be provided under: 

1. Community-led initiatives 

2. Workforce capability development 

 

3.2 Community –led wellbeing initiatives 

Type of activities that will be funded:  

 Community health and wellbeing events  

 Providing opportunities for paid and voluntary workforces to upskill in delivering 

wellbeing services to drought-affected communities  

 Community education sessions on sustainability in natural disasters to further build 

resilience and capacity  

 
3.3 Workforce Capability Development  
Workforce capability development projects aimed at improving support for people 
experiencing drought-related distress could be eligible for funding.  
Local workforce initiatives could aim to:  

 Upskill health, mental health and rural workforce in topics such as trauma-informed 

approaches, gatekeeper training, or mental health first aid. 

4 Grant funding  
4.1 Levels 
There will be three levels of grants available: 

 Up to $1,500; 

 $1,501 to $10,000; and 

 $10,001 to $30,000. 

Funds cannot be used for purchasing assets, buildings or vehicles. 

Grant funding is available during the period of funding up to June 2020. Awarding of grant 
funding is subject to funding availability over the period of the program. 

  



 

4.2 Supporting documents 
Depending on the level of grant funding you are applying for, will determine the level of 
details and information provided as part of your application. Details for what’s required is 
included within the application form. 

 Up to $1,500 – requires a brief of up to 250 words and a basic budget. 

 $1,501 to $10,000 – requires a brief of up to 500 words, a budget and any quotes. 

 $10,001 to $30,000 – requires a brief of up to 750 words, a detailed budget and at 

least two quotes. 

5 For more information 
Please direct enquiries to our Project Officer.   
 
Project Officer – Empowering Communities 
Name:    Larah Harding 
Title/role:   Project Officer 
Email address:  larah.harding@mphn.org.au  
Phone:   02 6923 3100 

6 How to apply 
8.1 Complete you application 
 
To apply for a Murrumbidgee Community Grant head to www.mphn.org.au/drought-
support/ to apply online via a webform, or you can download a paper-based form for you to 
complete and return via email EmpoweringOurCommunities@mphn.org.au  
 
Assessment of applications will be determined by the level of funding you have applied for: 

 Up to $1,500 – allow five business days for assessment. 

 $1,501 to $10,000 – allow 10 business days for assessment. 

 $10,001 to $30,000 – allow 15 business days for assessment. 

Funding will be paid direct to the bank account provided on your application, following 
return of a signed grants agreement. 
 
8.2 Submission details 
It is preferred applications are received via the webform on MPHN website. Should you be 
unable to access online services, please contact our Project Officer for alternative 
arrangements.  

mailto:larah.harding@mphn.org.au
http://www.mphn.org.au/drought-support/
http://www.mphn.org.au/drought-support/
mailto:EmpoweringOurCommunities@mphn.org.au


 

7  Conditions of this grant process 
 
 

  

Acceptance  Murrumbidgee PHN may in its discretion choose to 
accept or not accept all or part of any submission.  

Representations  Representations by Murrumbidgee PHN before 
accepting an expression of interest do not bind 
Murrumbidgee PHN.  

Assessment  Murrumbidgee PHN may engage third parties to 
assess submissions. 

  

ABN  Successful applicants must be able to supply an 
Australian Business Number (ABN).  

Costs Applicants must meet their own costs associated with 
preparing and presenting their proposal and any 
negotiations. 

Additional information  Murrumbidgee PHN may require additional 
information in writing or in interview. Information 
must be provided at no cost.  

Confidential Information MPHN and Applicants must take reasonable steps to 
keep confidential information confidential and must 
not disclose confidential information without prior 
written consent. 

Process  Murrumbidgee PHN may in its discretion discontinue 
or change this community grants program.  

Service agreements Successful applicants may be required to enter a 
service agreement with Murrumbidgee PHN. 

Conflicts of interest  Applicants must declare to Murrumbidgee PHN any 
matter or issue which is or may be perceived to be or 
may lead to a conflict of interest.  

Ownership Murrumbidgee PHN will not return application 
documents.  

Probity  If you consider that your application has not been 
fairly dealt with, please tell us as soon as possible.  

Lobbying Applicants who try to influence how an application is 
assessed will be disqualified from this process in 
Murrumbidgee PHN’s absolute discretion.   

  


